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p. 89). According to the Census of 1931, 123 out of every 10,000
persons aged five years or over were literate in English in India,
or about i per cent* And this after nearly one hundred years of
"Western" education in the sense that the medium of higher
education was the English language.

Ireland offers a striking contrast. Dr. Toynbee says: "Finally,
in the linguistic sphere, the Irish Celtic vernacular language itself
died out (except in a few remote and secluded districts in the west)
in the course of the nineteenth century, partly owing to the spread
of elementary education imparted in the English language, and
partly through the retroaction upon Ireland of the Irish community
in America, who became English-speaking instead of Irish-speaking
as a result of crossing the Atlantic and settling in a New World
where English was the lingua franca" (Toynbee, A Study of History,
Vol. n, p. 424). A somewhat similar process is happening in the
United States where the medium of education is English, irrespective
of the mother-tongues of the over twenty different linguistic groups
which have migrated to that country from other parts of the world.
The objective of English as the medium of education in India was
very limited: it was to be a temporary expedient; it was to be
limited to a few of the upper classes. The English-educated people
were to be, as it were, translators who would learn the foreign
language in order subsequently to make the knowledge they
have acquired through that language available to their people
through their own mother-tongues. In Ireland and in the United
States English was to replace the mother-tongues of the people
permanently. If India, then, had "Western" education, Ireland and
the United States had more of it. In the course of time the media
of instruction in India will be the mother-tongues, as it is even now
among the other Eastern peoples. Will it then become "Oriental" ?
Or will it still continue to be "Western" education, though im-
parted through Oriental media?

In any event, Sanskrit and Arabic will never get back to their old
status. As Mr. Mayhew remarks: "The expulsion of these languages,
G$ meJixL, was probably as inevitable as the substitution of tie
European vernaculars for Latin, after the growth of the national